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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . Claims 1 - 1 7 are pending in this application. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 



2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 3, 5, 8, 10, 12, 15 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

a. As to claims 3, 8, 12, and 1 5, it is unclear what is meant by "merging data source' 
(i.e., is one of the data sources recursively of the same type as the method described in 
the base claims?). 

b. As to claims 5, 10, and 17, it is unclear whether "said API" refers to the API used 
to access each driver or a different API used to access the merging driver. 



(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



4. Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated by Harris 
(5,475,836). 
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5. As to claims 1, 6, 1 1, and 13, Harris teaches the invention as claimed including a method for 
enabling access of a plurality of data sources by a single access operation wherein each data 
source in said plurality of data sources requires a separate driver to access the data source so that 
there is a plurality of separate drivers (Abstract, Fig. 1), said method comprising: 

using an API for each driver in said plurality of separate drivers, v^herein said API 
is substantially identical for each of said drivers in said plurality of separate drivers (6(M) 
Fig. 1; col.l, lines 45-60; col. 4, lines 28-29); and 

receiving said single access operation by a merging driver (2, Fig. 1) wherein in 
response to said single access operation, said merging driver accesses each driver in said 
plurality of separate drivers through said API (col. 3, lines 23-26). 

6. As to claims 2, 7, and 14, Harris teaches the invention as claimed including: 

receiving from a user a selection of each data source to be included in said 
plurality of data sources (col. 4, lines 6-18). 

7. As to claims 3, 8, 12, and 15, Harris teaches the invention as claimed including that one data 
source in said plurality of data sources is a merging data source (col. 4, lines 8-9 each driver 
merges results from a plurality of databases). 

8. As to claims 4, 9, and 16, Harris teaches the invention as claimed including: 

obtaining an ordered result in response to said single access operation (col. 19, 
line 55 -col. 20, line 8). 
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9. As to claims 5, 10, and 17, Harris teaches the invention as claimed including: 

accessing said merging driver through said API (2, Fig. 1). 

10. Claims 1, 6, 1 1, and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated by 
Tabuchi (WO 97/33239). 

1 1. As to claims 1, 6, 1 1, and 13, Harris teaches the invention as claimed including a method for 
enabling access of a plurality of data sources by a single access operation wherein each data 
source in said plurality of data sources requires a separate driver to access the data source so that 
there is a plurality of separate drivers (712-714, Fig. 1), said method comprising: 

using an API for each driver in said plurality of separate drivers, wherein said API 
is substantially identical for each of said drivers in said plurality of separate drivers (p. 3, 
line 32); and 

receiving said single access operation by a merging driver (720, Fig. 1) wherein in 
response to said single access operation, said merging driver accesses each driver in said 
plurality of separate drivers through said API (p.8, lines 6-17). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Edward Bross whose telephone number is 305-8754. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:30-5:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Meng-Ai An can be reached on 305-9678. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for pubhshed applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




